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DN 12.7.1946

Return of ghost parade in the sky

After an interval that has lasted for more than a year the ghost parade in the air has been resumed. We remember very well how it started last time.

Occasional, seemingly contradictory observations were followed by more specific details and eventually a recommendation was imposed from the authorities that all information received be immediately reported to the authorities but no details regarding points of sighting etc be revealed in the media.

It was the German V-weapon that was in action - too late to stop the invasion over the Channel. Also a neutral country like Sweden was affected by the experiments. Luckily no accidents occurred. On several occasions it was very close, though.

We really had a cause for considering these overflights through our country as intrusive and unlawful negligence.

However, we decided to take it calmly knowing that the war would soon be over. "This is the hectic final phase of the war", we said. Most of us thought that we would never have to live through anything like that again.

But now it has happened again. The scarse information that has been known to the public indicates that the missiles are arriving from east.

Further information concerning the missiles may be  available from Finland. So far Finnish newspapers have not published information of this kind. This does not, however, mean that the phenomenon is unknown there.

The ghost parades during the last years of the war are reminding us of the risk that horrible things could reccur. The military arms race continues and the inventions are chasing each other. People are dreading the latest weapons of destruction being launched above their heads.   

-------------------------------------------------------------

St. T. 21/7 1946

THERE´S TOO MUCH FLYING AROUND IN THE SKY

Things are really getting too lively in the Swedish air territory. 

We are not referring to the increasing air service which is something that nobody would object to. What we hint at is the mysterious traffic of more or less silvery objects that are reported to move about leaving a shower of sparks behind, and which are said to have crashed on several occasions on Swedish territory.

These sightings cannot be blamed to be pure halluciantions - even if it is hot at the moment. Nor can these phenomena - due to certain circumstances - be dismissed as some kind of "ghost rockets" similar to those that were observed at the most impossible sites in Sweden shortly before the outbreak of the war.

The most plausible fact - not very pleasant, however - is that somebody is using our air territory as a target shooting range for experiments with a type of missile similar to the German V1 which also paid us a number of calls during the experimental stage.

Of course the origin of these objects is unknown. They have been noticed, however, to have a westerly course when passing Swedish territory.

It would seem advisable that the Swedish government sent a polite inquiry to certain foreign governments, to ask them if they lack some stray missiles that have ended up on Swedish territory by mistake, and if so - we would appreciate if they could see to it that the dangerous missiles be equipped with suitable tether arrangements. It cannot be denied that there is a certain risk in having such objects flying over our heads.

We do not actually know whether they are explosive or not but in those cases where they have been traced after a crash there has not been much  left of them which would indicate that they are programmed for self-destruction, at least at the moment of impact.

But what would happen if they hit a house for example? In any case it is contrary to the people´s rights to do something like this without having asked permission. 

The country - whoever it may be - who is experimenting with a secret weapon should learn from the following true story from the Republic of San Marino. Many years ago they decided to modernize their field artillery and so they ordered a modern battery from France.

In order to be able to carry out trials with the new equipment, however, it was necessary for San Marino to use a couple of kilometres of the Italian territory as the territory of San Marino was not large enough. San Marino had to ask the government of  Italy for permission to borrow a piece of Italian territory for a few hours, and this was done through their diplomatic representation in Rome. The matter was settled in good neighbourship.

Seriously speking - wouldn´t it be possible to contact those countries that could be supposed to be owners of the stray missiles and ask them for an investigation or even forward a protest to them?

It seems one of the missiles has previously crashed into water somewhere in Norrland. Perhaps it can be retrieved and identified. Maybe the result will be as interesting as when one of the first V-bombers happened to fall down in Småland - and was sent to England for examination. But that is hardly probable - those who carry on with experiments of this kind in peacetime are most certainly careful enough not to expose anything but the principle of propulsion - which probably will be jet propulsion.

There is also a chance that letters or figures will be found on the object which would clarify the mystery of origin. In that case one would assume that our government would consider it justified to demand an explanation from the foreign country in question.

Pending the outcome of the investigation in Norrbotten - provided  there is something left to examine - one would wish that our government would make it clear that we do not wish to be the target of missile experiments.

Those who are launching the missiles are probably keen to find out how far these things can be launched. Usually we are kind enough to give them this information by publishing details from various areas. Perhaps we should abstain from publishing details in order not to encourage further experiments.

If the consignor does not gain any information from us he may find it more profitable to aim at some other direction, less populated but still suitable for studying the course of missiles. The open sea would, in our opinion, be a suitable area for such experiments, provided there are ships and aeroplanes available.

International respect is worth maintaining even if it would be achieved at the expense of increased costs and some trouble. 

Unless the government of country X wishes the experiments to cause as much publicity as possible in order to impress either country Y or country Z?

-------------------------------------------------------

Aftenposten 22/7 1946

The Echo of the Day
It seems that the authorities are quite perplexed at the objects flying over our territory in this beautiful summer. The reason could be that they wish to have one of the objects for examination and documentation, before diplomatic action is taken.

People have seen and heard the missiles and some people have been forced to throw themselves on the ground in order not to get hit by them. One would consider that veritable enough. But to get hold of one of them is more difficult - they do not move at the speed of a fjord boat. They are moving as if they "had a rocket in the back" if this expression may be used about rockets.

As regards the missiles that recently crashed in Mjösa they are probably impossible to recover as they are lying at a depth of 3-400 metres. Perhaps a diving bell could be used in this case.

It seems, though, that nothing much is done at the moment except that constables are taking notes of observations in areas where exceptionally numerous sightings have been made. All over the country people are also recommended to keep an eye on the sky and to report their observations to the Defence staff. Many things of interest to an Einbu or a Störmer may come up.

There will probably be new reports on observations which will not tell us more than we already know. And what if that would happen - what the authorities are obviously hoping for - that a piece of missile would be found! What then? Maybe we are expecting to find an engravery on the object informing us that the thing is "Made in Germany"?

It could also be of Russian, American or English origin even if that is more doubtful.

In any case it could not be used as proof of origin. It is known that, during the last war, certain countries were using the trademarks of other countries. Anyway it is understandable that the Defence Staff

would like to have a look at one.

To a great extent this should be a matter for the Foreign Office.  When, where and to whom has permission been granted to carry out experiments with VX on Norwegian territory? It is close at hand to suspect one or two of our allied countries. But is it fair to play blind man´s buff with our defence?

What if we asked for an honest explanation before accidents will happen? Shouldn´t there be a mutual understanding between the nations after the war, instead of devilry?

Is it really that unlikely that somebody would confess to these experiments, that it is not even worth while to ask? 

As things are now there is a great risk that one of the foreign missiles may hit someone anytime, or an animal, a fisherboat, a parked pram etc. We cannot be sure that they will always crash deep down into a lake or into an inaccessable mountain.

Even if the missiles would turn out to be without blasting charges it won´t be considered harmless to get hit by one. Maybe the Foreign Office would like to send a diplomatic note and an official protest or possibly a compensation claim to whom it may concern so that the State be spared compensation costs to the widow.

But to whom should the note be addressed? Nobody knows. All we know is that some foreign power is using Norwegian territory in an unpleasant and unworthy way.

If the Norwegian Parliament had not been on vacation this question would probably already have been debated. But we do have a foreign minister who is soon going to a peace conference. What if he asked some of the nice gentlemen that he is going to confer with if any of them would know, incidentally, who is battering Norway these days?

And furthermore - are we not on speaking terms with the big guys through United Nations? Why cannot the head of the department use one of the little telephones in his office and make a phone call to whom it may concern? It would not even have to be during office time - as the matter cannot be considered as deadly serious yet - but he could perhaps make the call sometime in the evening when he could find the time?

It is not only unpleasant to have these missiles coming in through your windows. Also, they are reminding us very strongly of the fact that these things can be used to wipe out our towns whenever the anonymous consignor finds it convenient to do so.

They are making our lives unnecessarily unsafe now that we are even beginning to get a better range of products at our Wine Monopoly.

There are different opinions regarding the origin of the missiles. Some people have implied that the missiles were launched in the Soviet Union or some Russian occupied territory. However, it has now been established that those two which ended up in Mjösa were coming from west, for example from The Shetland Islands, Greenland, USA, Canada etc. 

Ever since remote control was invented the missiles may have been launched from any country, irrespective of what course they are keeping the moment they are sighted in Norway.

We all consider it important to find out, as soon as possible, who is violating us so that a protest may be forwarded to the nation concerned, perhaps through United Nations. That is a mission for our Foreign Office and it has to be done before a missile is crashing in our lap.

Nobody is now trying to explain these phenomena as a result of hysteria, ghost stories, meteors or other natural or supernatural phenomena. Not only do we have the reports from Mjösa and Usken. Similar sightings have been made also in Finland and in the Alps. There have been reports of missile observations all over Scandinavia. 

It is disturbing to think that while the Norwegian Parliament is on vacation and we are strolling around in Oslo eating ice-cream in peace and quiet, there are metallic cigars falling down all over the country. Before we have even licked our lips these objects may have polluted our country with more radioactivity than we are able to imagine.

Or should we first start a discussion about the reforms of spelling?

----------------------------------------------------

SMÅLANDS FOLKBLAD 25/7 1946

"Ghost bombs or meteorites?" 

USA is doing experiments with atomic bombs in the Bikini lagoon which yesterday was turned into a boiling maelstrom as the underwater bomb detonated. At the same time experiments with new weapons are being carried out also in other places. 

These experiments are carried out secretly and are not used for propaganda purposes.

During the last month strange luminuous phenomena, fireballs and silvery beams have been sighted practically all over Sweden. Also impacts have occurred although search in those lakes where "ghost bombs" have been seen to crash, has so far been without success.

One of the first impacts observed resulted in findings that would imply that the mystical objects could be meteorites instead of missiles.

The head of the Rosersberg shooting school, Brigadier Sven Ramström, declared in a newspaper article last Wednesday that he was convinced that all "bombs" that have recently been reported from different sites all over the country, are nothing but meteorites. He said he will keep this point of view until something else can be proved.

At the Defence Staff these celestial phenomena are getting much attention and all observations regarding the strange objects are compiled. The Defence Staff is not 100 percent convinced that these objects are fragments of celestial bodies.

Their theory is that the objects that are crossing Sweden in both westerly and easterly direction are making a roundtrip over Sweden and that they will finally return to their original point of departure.

The Defence Staff is convinced that there is no doubt that Sweden is serving as a shooting range for somebody experimenting with missiles. 

This statement must be considered of great interest. The Defence Staff has been taking things seriously lately which is proved by the fact that published reports on observations do not contain any details concerning the point of observation. The

observations have been made in "Northern Sweden" or "Central Sweden". The same method is thus being used as during the time when Germans were using Sweden as shooting range for their experiments with V-bombs.

Where do they come from, these new mysterious bombs and what can we do to stop the unpleasant traffic on our territory? The guided missiles we have seen so far have presumably not been equipped with explosives but even so we cannot consider them harmless. We have to put an end to it as we do not want Sweden to be used as a shooting range.

Aviation reporters of the English newspaper Daily Graphics declared on Wednesday that British and American aviation experts are following the development within the Russian air force with the greatest interest.

It is reported that jet-propelled aircrafts of German construction are now being built with the cooperation of German scientists in the Russian zone of Germany, and that Russian and German scientists are working together in Peenemünde with the construction of jet-propelled planes, rockets and guided missiles.

In fact it was in Peenemünde that the German experiments with V-weapons were carried out and therefore it is easy to make parallells with actual observations which would explain the presence of "ghost rockets" in Sweden.

Let us hope that the Defence Staff will soon finish their investigations on the mysterious missiles so that measures can be taken to put an end to the resumed "ghost traffic" on Swedish territory.

-------------------------------------------------------

VÄSTERNORRLANDS FOLKBLAD 26.7. 1946

The ghost bombs 
The missiles that have been observed all over Sweden for some time now are generally called "ghost bombs" on behalf of their soundless flight, but of course they are not what they seem to be.  

"The Flying Dutchman" who was feared by seamen in the good old times and whom many weather-beaten sailors were convinced to have seen with their own eyes, was a ghost-ship that only existed in the imagination of the superstitious.

But these missiles are surely no figment of the imagination. It is true that there is still a lot of superstition thriving in our so called "enlightened" time and people´s imagination may still surpass both their senses and the physical laws. But the observations that have been made for a long time in many different areas all over Sweden will have to be considered as evidence of the existance of real missiles. Lacking a better name for them we can always call them "ghost bombs", but they are still  tangible material and the result of human production.

If the Germans had not made trials with guided missiles over Sweden during the last phase of the war perhaps we would have wondered what these things were. Now we know what it´s all about - trial

shootings. And Sweden is the target area, or a part of it. "Ghost bombs" have been observed also on Norwegian and Danish territory.

Now that we have established that these objects are made by man and that the motive is to launch them in order to learn how they function and how far they can go, it would be interesting to find out where the missiles are coming from. It sometimes looks as if they came from the sky but they do not, not originally anyway.

No, somewhere on earth there is a launching pad used for these missiles. And in the same place there are officers and scientists working on the launching procedures. Distances and angles are being estimated. And probably notes are being taken concerning points of observation and times of observation. Possibly they are also making notes of the time of return of the missiles.

Of course this must be an extremely interesting job and of course it must be especially useful to get reports from the target area regarding times and points of observation, which they are getting through articles in newspapers or in some other way.

But where on earth is this interesting work carried out? We can only guess.

Perhaps some small island in the Pacific Ocean? That would actually be possible as distances do hardly exist any more. But they are more likely to originate from a place somewhere in Europe.  Finding that place should, however, be very difficult as it is probably concealed behind an impenetrable iron curtain. In case somebody would manage to get inside he would not have to worry about his future or his old age pension.

We will thus have to accept that we do not know where that interesting work is being done. If somebody would have any suspicions in a certain direction the wisest thing to do is probably to keep quiet. We would not want to spread false rumours - even if the risk of doing so is very small.

It goes without saying that these missiles are not intended to serve the peaceful development or the future communications. On the contrary - we have to assume that their purpose is to serve in war, not necessarily in war towards Sweden, however. 

We are doing trial shootings on target boards but our intention is not to shoot against these boards in wartime. In the event of war we could of course hope to find the enemy lurking behind the target boards, which would be an ideal situation as the target area in war would be the same as it was during the exercise. That would make it easy for us as the estimation of distance would be given in advance.

Also it cannot be considered out of the question that a country that has been used as a target board in peace will also become the real target area in war. This has happened before and there is nothing to be afraid of. But it is important to remind people about this while the trials are still peaceful.

----------------------------------------------------------

SYDSVENSKA DAGBLADET  26.7.1946

It seems that the trials with guided missiles on Swedish territory have ceased ever since the newspapers stopped publishing details regarding points of observation. The foreign power who is making these trials does only benefit from trials where the outcome can be measured.

As long as our newspapers automatically published trajectories and points of impact the trials were intensified. Now they appear to be reduced gradually.

As regards the report of last Thursday on a missile or meteor having been sighted in the south of Sweden there are still no further information available. In the north of Sweden the uninvited guests are infrequent at the moment.

There is of course a risk that the trials will be resumed and intensified but we should not encourage these trials by publishing details in the future. However, it is a definite requirement from the public that everything possible is done to find out who is violating the Swedish air territory. Investigations at points of impact could give the clues required.

As soon as it has been established who it is - if this is feasible - the people of Sweden demand that a sharp protest be forwarded to the nation in question.

It is as important as ever that any observations regarding missiles be forwarded as soon as possible to The Air Defence Dept, The Defence Staff, Stockholm 90. 

According to information received by SDS many significant observations have been made by people who, by indifference or ignorance (not knowing where to turn to), have failed to make a report on their sightings. It is, however, of utmost importance that such negligence does not reccur.

----------------------------------------------

STOCKHOLMSTIDNINGEN 26/7

The reality behind the "ghost bombs"
Also the newspaper Västernorrlands Allehanda takes a sceptical stand on this subject.

Some years ago "ghost bombs" were operating in Norrland. Some of them may have been real fighters, the rest was, however, bogus, imagination, hallucinations and miscalculation. When the atmosphere among the public is getting excited such phenomena will arise.

The same thing is probably happening again - one or two real guided missiles are creating a succession of imaginative missiles. There is no cause to set up a racket about them in future. A rocket psychosis similar to the ghost bomb psychosis might arise.

----------------------

HÄLSINGBORGS DAGBLAD 26/7 1946

Sweden used as a shooting range 

Sweden is not directly affected by the sensational atomic experiments but we are troubled by "flying bombs" on Swedish territory.

Experts at the Defence Staff have now declared that there is no doubt that at least a part of the flying objects are guided missiles. The Staff considers it important that all details regarding these missiles be compiled. It goes without saying that everything is done to reveal the origin of the missiles.

Others, also claiming to be experts, have dissenting opinions about the flying objects. Among the sceptics is brigadier Sven Ramström who is well-informed concerning the investigation of a point of impact.

"I am totally convinced that the luminuous phenomena and the bombs that have been sighted lately in different areas of Sweden are nothing but meteorites and I am not going to change my conviction until something else has been proved".

The astronomer and professor Knut Lundmark doubts that all of the objects are meteorites. It is true that meteorites sometimes appear in large numbers at certain times but normally they cannot be seen in daytime which is the case with those objects that are now appearing.

Some of the "bombs" were probably meteorites and many others were figments caused by a "bomb psychosis" among the public. Also other flying objects than meteorites can be interpreted as "ghost bombs".

A year or two ago we had many reports on "ghost flyers" on our territory. After careful investigations most of these observations had to be rejected but there were still many left, unexplained. That is probably the case also now. Some of the observations are of the nature that they cannot be explained as anything else than flying bombs. These were, as we remember, frequently observed here during the last phase of the war, launched by the Germans.

It is a fact that Swedish air territory is being the target of a downright bombardment performed by a foreign nation. Sweden actually is used as a shooting range and as a guinea pig at trials with new weapons.

If this is consistent or not with human rights and with correct foreign policy is obviously something that does not bother the sender of the flying bombs.

It has to be considered extremely rude by somebody to send a veritable swarm of missiles on some other nation.

It cannot be the matter of a mistake or that the missiles are moving at a random course. However, they are probably not that reliable that the risk can be eliminated that they will crash, causing severe damage. That possibility does not seem to bother the sender, either.

Swedish experts maintain that the missiles are radio controlled which reveals something about the actual level of technique. If there was a war going on the missiles could be sent off to any destination.

We ought to take the opportunity to try out methods of forcing these missiles down or affecting their trajectory. That is the only way we could benefit from this phenomenon, but perhaps we have not reached that far yet, technically.

There is only one nation who is likely to have launched these bombs. England has probably also flying bombs but why should they launch them over Scandinavia? There are so many other areas that are more suitable, both on shore and at sea.

It is not probable that England would start an activity like this in peace time without informing the foreign nation. However, it is common knowledge that German scientists are employed by Russia and that experiments are carried out at Peenemünde. Perhaps the bombs are originating from there, as during the German time.

In any case this shows how little consideration is taken to small nations. We are treated with negligence. A firm standpoint on our side calls for a technical equipment which we probably do not have yet.

Hopefully it won´t be long until we manage to catch one of the flying objects in which case many details will be clarified. At the moment 12 men are busy digging in the mud of a shallow lake for a bomb that has crashed there.

One would assume that the Russians have already launched enough bombs at us and that they could now send them in a different direction.

We now know that they possess such bombs and we assume that is what they wanted to show us.

----------------------------------------------------------

HD 27/7 1946

"THE GHOST BOMBING"

The newspaper Arbetartidningen is of the opinion that the ghost bombs are figments of the imagination in order to keep the war psychosis alive.

Why would the Russians choose Sweden as a target for trials with guided missiles? The purpose of such trials would be to check the precision of the impact, the bursting effect etc. It must be of interest to the experimenting nation to have the target pit on their own territory. The actual benefit of the trials will be considerably reduced if the point of impact cannot be checked.

The only obvious reason for a foreign nation to use Sweden as a target at trials with guided missiles would be that their own territory is not large enough. This is not, however, the case with Russia who obviously has plenty of space. The distance between Moscow and Vladivostok is 9000 km which would be enough even for a shooting range for guided missiles.

One can really wonder why the nation in question does not use his own territory for launching trials. Otherwise the discussion is exactly the same as it was during the period of "ghost flights" when the communists blankly denied their participation.

When the rockets were flying over Sweden a couple of years ago we considered it proved that they were guided missiles. They are now unlikely to be German and at the same time they are denied by the communists.

-------------------------------------------------------------

SMÅLANDS FOLKBLAD 27/7 1946

Exactly in the same way as when the Germans made trials with their V-weapons, Swedish air territory is now serving as a shooting range for some great power´s secret rearmament. This is the comment made by Morgon-Tidningen (s) with regard to the secretive missiles sighted in different areas of Sweden.

The missiles have been sighted at many different trajectories. There should therefore be no doubt that they are remote controlled. It is a mystery, however, why the missiles are being sent over Sweden where their trajectories can be observed and where the missiles might crash and possibly be safeguarded, as was the case with the German V-bombs.

It also seems unbelievable that all of these missiles would have escaped the radio control and wandered into Swedish territory. If the foreign nation who is carrying out these trials would prefer to keep them a secret there ought to be possibilities to guide them over own territories alternatively over the sea or polar areas where an impact would leave no trace.

It is also possible that they are guided over Swedish territory in order to be observed. Not so much to annoy us but to annoy the other great power in the armaments race that is going on between the super powers.

The guided missiles on Swedish territory could also give a hint that there are experiments going on at other places than the Pacific Ocean and that there are other secret weapons than the atomic bomb. They could also hint at new methods of remote controlling atomic or maybe bacteriological charges.

It is possible that the investigations that are carried out in Sweden may clarify the nature of these experiments. It is understood that we will not act as informers at these shooting excersizes and we will thus keep our observations to ourselves.

--------------------------------------------------

SKÅNSKA SOCIAL-DEMOKRATEN 27.7.1946

Se sid 10 - samma ledare fanns i Smålands Folkblad 25/7

----------------------------------------------------

EXPRESSEN  7/8 1946

The ghost rockets

The commanding officer of the Air Defence dept at the Defence Staff who has offered the Swedish public so many diversified bulletins during the last month is today revealing what is behind the veil that has recently been covering the investigations of the celestial phenomena. It is a report which is quite up to the standard of the previous bulletins.

There are some interesting particulars in this report.

One concerns the reports on observations:

During the period July 9-12 about 300 reports of observations were received. The number of reports has decreased gradually but a few reports are still received every day.

The observations have been checked and in some cases been subject to a close investigation on the site and it appears that many of them must be false. The observer has seen something unusual and immediately he has related to the mysterious rockets. Thus a tornado over a lake has turned into an impact and an aeroplane has become a rocket. Some reported impacts have, after being checked up, turned out to have quite natural explanations.

Everybody should very carefully consider what he has seen in order not to be seized by a rocket psychosis.

The little piece of advice at the end is justified; doesn´t the large number of observations hint at a rocket psychosis? The first sensational reports were followed by many more, people´s imagination flourished, their attention was stimulated and encouraged for imitating, their ears and eyes were prepared for recording strange observations.

Then the charm of novelty wore off, there was less publicity and at the same time the number of reports declined. They did not cease arriving completely but the latest reports do not disturb the impression: What about the notorious hole somewhere in Central Sweden which proved to be

hoof tracks, not to mention the rattling fireballs?

The bulletin also mentions actual findings:

So far no parts or debris have been retrieved which proved, with certainty to originate from missiles. Until such proof has been presented no statement regarding the actual type of object or its origin cannot be made.

The findings of slaggy lumps which have been found in different areas have proved to be ordinary slag and have thus given no clue. Also they do not originate from meteorites. The theory about meteorites cannot be completely excluded but according to experts it is highly unlikely that the debris originates from meteorites, except perhaps for some occasional cases.

This sounds fairly unsatisfactory. Hundreds of  sighted missiles have only resulted in a piece of ordinary slag in the net! Plus an expert opinion that celestial phenomena can be excluded.

If we think of the smart way in which the Air defence dept has kept the curiosity of the public alive and the authoritative turns they have taken at regular intervals, when promising people clarified reports on the phenomena, the final bulletin seems to disappear into thin air.

It is also surprising that the authorities have firm and detailed theories about the character of the strange objects, at the same time as they are declaring that no concrete material is available.

Could the military people have double motives? Is there a desire - more or less intentional - to make the most of the excitement that has arisen among the public?

How strong is the influence that can be created in order to affect the political debate in Sweden concerning the military position?

The sense of insecurity is kept alive and at the same time a basis for demand of unchanged integrity for the defence authority is maintained.

These questions are unpleasant to put. But the Air Defence dept of the Defence Staff is promoting questions like this through their bulletin.

----------------------------------------------------

AFTONBLADET 7/8 1946

Rocket, meteor or phantom?

The Defence Staff has now presented their expected report of an investigation carried out by a commanding officer specializing in atomic weapons.

As expected the outcome is rather poor, if not negative.

In many cases observers seem to have got seized by an exaggerated imagination resulting in ordinary incidents being reported as ghost rockets. However, some incidents remain that cannot be dismissed that easily. There is something in the sky over Sweden that is moving around in mysterious arched trajectories.

What could it be? The theory of meteors cannot be completely dismissed, according to the investigators. Maybe this calls for some astronomers to be engaged for further research?

The investigation, however, points to the fact that we are dealing with rockets.

No actual evidence is available and the investigators are making a reservation in this respect: as long as no debris or parts of rockets have been found, a firm statement on the actual character of these phenomena or their origin cannot be made.

The term "origin" has perhaps been chosen for diplomatic reasons. If we are dealing with missiles it should not be too difficult to guess their origin. The objects sighted usually come in from the south and leave us in an easterly direction through Central Sweden or Norrland. That would indicate that they are being launched from the Soviet Union or, more exactly from a site in a Baltic country.

In order to be able to accept the theory about missiles an explanation is needed of the fact that the Soviet union is launching a kind of luminuous rockets, to all appearances harmless, at us. Why would they do that?

The reason would probably be to scare us somehow. This explanation seems, however, farfetched. It is a wellknown fact that the production of missile weapons has increased after the war and nobody is surprised that also the Russians are controlling these weapons.

"If the missiles which crashed in Sweden had been equipped with atomic bombs and if they had been directed towards the industries, Sweden would have been completely destroyed", says the American Marquis Childs in a statement.

That is correct. But that is no news to us that Sweden could be wiped out anytime by some ruthless nation who would like to use atomic weapons on us. We know that. In fact that does not scare us very much. We are not showing any fear that would make us amenable to Russian pressure of any kind. If Swedish people did really suspect Russia of such activities the reaction would probably be quite different.

If we are being used as a "military laboratory" (this expression is Child´s) we should ask the working chemists to make their experiments somewhere else. There is plenty of room elsewhere suitable for this purpose. The Swedish territory does not have to be inadmissibly used.

Political compromises do not give us any clarifications. The Russians are unlikely to perform such a systematical ghost campagn towards us.

This campagn could be the result of a very important psychological misjudgement which would give a reason for us to react differently than we would if the celestial phenomena only were silly-season stories or if they derived from a meteor nest somewhere southeast in the space.

------------------------------------------------   

